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For information about: 

• Making a gift in support of  
the Social Service League  

• Submitting an application for 
funding 

• Joining our board

Contact: 

Social Service League
c/o John Mazzello
Human Services Coalition
118 North Tioga Street, Suite 304
Ithaca, NY 14850

Phone: 607-273-8686 x230   
Fax: 607-273-3002
jmazzello@hsctc.org
www.hsctc.org/socialserviceleague

Our Board of Directors
Fred Schoeps, President 

Steph Bailey, Vice President
Carol Mallison, Secretary 
Linda Madeo, Treasurer 

Keyanna Vann 
Delia Yarrow

Donations will be added to the         
endowment to enhance our ability to 
meet the increasing need for funds in 
the human service community.  
Gifts will improve the League’s 
capacity to make allocations to a 
wide range of well-qualified and  
deserving recipients who might not 
have other funding sources readi-
ly available.  Your donation to the 
League may qualify as a charitable 
deduction for income tax purposes. 

Our portfolio is currently managed 
by Tompkins Financial Advisors and 
is diversified to include mutual funds, 
stocks and bonds.

Our Funding
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Our Mission

The mission of the Social Service League 
is to support Tompkins County nonprofit  
human service organizations in their work 
to address the most significant community 
needs.  

Grant Guidelines

Our Community Impact

• Grants are awarded annually in the fall. 

• Grant requests may not  exceed $3,000.  
(the average grant is around $1,000) 

• Grants will be awarded for programs 
or projects that do not require ongoing 
support from the League.  Grants may 
be awarded for one-time events and 
for initiatives that an agency’s current 
funding cannot support. 

• Grants are not awarded to support cap-
ital fund drives, deficits, individuals, or 
regular operating expenses. 

The Social Service League was founded in 
1904 by members of the Williams,  
Wyckoff, Rothschild and Livermore families 
to provide support to local families and to 
respond to the needs of the growing immi-
grant population.  
 
The League later opened and operated 
a settlement house in Ithaca’s Northside 
neighborhood  from 1925 –1931. A second 
Northside settlement house opened in 
1926 and operated into the 1960s.  

A full roster of programs for children and 
adults was offered: nursery school, Boys’ 
and Girls’ Clubs, classes, and   athletic and 
social events. Another settlement house, 
West Side House, near the inlet, opened in 
1918 and provided social, educational and 
recreational facilities for the  neighborhood  
until 1967. Proceeds from the sale of the 
houses formed the endowment for the 
current Social Service League. Interest on 
the endowment is used for annual grants to 
local service agencies for projects  
consistent with the goals of the original 
League.

Our History

Since 1980, when the Human Services  
Coalition began providing support to the 
League, more than 346 grants totaling over 
$624,000 have been made to more than 100 
local programs.  Approximately $2 million 
was requested during this same period. In 
2021-2022, 12 grants were awarded to the  
following organizations:Photo courtesy of The DeWitt Historical Society

• Catholic Charities 

• Child Development Council 

• Cornell Cooperative Extension of  
Tompkins County - 4H 

• Foodnet: Meals on Wheels 

• Free Science Workshop 

• Golden Opportunity 

• Opportunities, Alternatives, and  
Resources (OAR) of Tompkins County 

• Suicide Prevention & Crisis Service  
of Ithaca 

• Tompkins Learning Partners 

• Traditional Center for Indigenous  
Knowledge and Healing 

• Unity House 

• Youth Farm Project


