
Point in time count 
explainer



what is the Point in time count? 

Conducted in
the last 10 days
of january

Every CoC in
the united
states

400+ in Us
24 in New york

N Y - 5 1 0  I T H A C A / T O M P K I N S  C O N T I N U U M  O F  C A R E

creates a
single night
census.

Snapshot of
conditions

reviewed by us
congress as
part of the
Annual
Homelessness
Assessment
(AHAR).

federally
required by
hud

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHO6ncYlQw/JF4BeyqNX1jG4byR7nkAAg/edit


Private or supportive housing where tenants can live
indefinitely

How  does hud define permanent housing?

Definitions
In our Continuum of Care, we follow HUD's definition of
literal homeless which when an individual is sleeping in a
place not meant for human habitation (outside, in a car,
etc.) or in our emergency shelter through DSS. Individuals
who are fleeing domestic violence are also considered
homeless.

How does hud define homelessness?

An individual who has a disabling condition and has been
continuously homeless for 1) at least 12 months or 2) had
at least 4 occasions of homelessness totaling 12 months.

How does hud define chronic homelessness?

Affordable housing where the tenants have access to
support services in addition to housing.

How does hud define supportive housing?



Who is counted?

people in emergency
shelters

People in domestic
violence shelters

people who reside in
transtitional housing

people sleeping outside
or in place not meant
for human habitation 

Tompkins County

people in DSS THA
hotel/motel shelter

people in any code-blue
location including
motels

People who reside in
Learning Web, OAR,
Catholic Charities
Transitional housing 

people sleeping outside
or in place not meant
for human habitation 



Who is left out?

people who are couch
surfing or doubled up

people who are in the
hospital, jail or other
institution on the night
of the PIT

people sleeping outside
or in place not meant
for human habitation
but not easily found or
recognized.

Who is left out?

people who are at risk
of experiencing
homelessness

people who reside in
permanent supportive
housing

people in treatment
residences or “half-way”
houses

people who use a rapid
rehousing or housing
choice voucher to pay
for their rent



How are people counted?

unsheltered
count

week-of survey

street outreach
team onsite
surveys

provider
administered
surveys

basic needs
provider
administered
surveys

institution
discharge planner
cooordination

N Y - 5 1 0  I T H A C A / T O M P K I N S  C O N T I N U U M  O F  C A R E

sheltered count

homeless
management
information
system (HMIS)

comparable dv
database

sheltered count

provider
adminstered
surveys

Self-report
surveys



N Y - 5 1 0  I T H A C A / T O M P K I N S  C O N T I N U U M  O F  C A R E

point in time count details

High Temperature: 34°F 

Low Temperature: 19°F
to 25°F 

Precipitation: Heavy
snow 

Code-blue Location:
Keybank site

Asteri opened june
2024 

january 29  2025th

High Temperature: 38°F 

Low Temperature: 25°F 

Code-blue Location:
SJCS/motel

january 25  2026th january 29  2026th

High Temperature: 34°F

Low Temperature: 17°F
 
Code-blue Location:
Cherry street



Point in Time Count
Families
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what is the housing inventory count? 

data collected
same night as
PIT

Every CoC in
the united
states

400+ in Us
24 in New york

N Y - 5 1 0  I T H A C A / T O M P K I N S  C O N T I N U U M  O F  C A R E

creates a
single night
census for
permanent
housing
projects 

 

used locally
for planning
future
permanent
housing
programs 

federally
required by
hud

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHO6ncYlQw/JF4BeyqNX1jG4byR7nkAAg/edit


Who is counted?

people who live in
housing “set-aside” for
people experiencing
homelessness. 

People in permanent
supportive housing

people who are part of
rapid rehousing
programs

people who use certain
types of rental
assistance

tompkins county

people in Asteri and
Arthaus ESSHI units

people in TCAction, sjcs
and learning web’s
permanent supportive
housing programs

People who reside in
second wind cottages

Veteran’s who have hud-
vash assistance



Who is left out?

people who are couch
surfing or doubled up

people who are at risk
of experiencing
homelessness

people who use a
housing choice voucher
to pay for thier rent 

people who are living in
unstable or
overcrowded housing 

Who is left out?

people who reside in
permanent housing
funded by office of
mental health 

people in treatment
residences or “half-way”
houses

people in housing for
people with
developmental
disabilities



housing inventory count
night of PIT
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what other data is used for planning?

Longitudinal
system Analysis

system use
patterns
demographics
housing outcomes
used in AHAR for
congress

housing outcomes
entry/exit
disability status
income
demographics
by project or
system-wide

N Y - 5 1 0  I T H A C A / T O M P K I N S  C O N T I N U U M  O F  C A R E

real-time HMIS
data

homeless
management
information
system (HMIS)
shared cross
sector data system

system
performance
measures
Length of time
returns to
homelessness
income and
employment
growth
competition
report

annual
performance
reports



thank you
questions?
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